Hangover in Chicago 

Democrats Aicake to a Party in Ruins 



By David S. Broder 

WiiiUmtan Poat autir Writer 

CHICAGO. Aug. 29— The 
Democratic Party woke up 
today with the worst hang- 
over in a century. 

It was not the usual nom- 
ination night celebration 
that left the delegates and 
party leaders holding their 
heads this morning. Alcohol 
was infused in large quanti- 
ties after Wednesday night’s 
session at the International 
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Amphitheatre, but spirits 
did not rise at a rate pro- 
portional to their consump- 
tion. 

This was the kind of 
drinking a man does to 
steady his nerves after a 
thoroughly unsettling ex- 
perience. The anger and bit- 
terness in the convention 
hall and the violence on the 



streets had “shaken the 
Democrats' eye teeth/’ as 
George Wallace would say, 
and left presidential nomi- 
nee Hubert H. Humphrey 
looking very much like the 
general of a defeated and 
mutinous army. 

The whole question of this 
Democratic convention has 
not been whether Humphrey 
would win the nomination 
but whether he would take 
over a party or a ruin. The 
answer is that the wreckage 
is more complete than even 
the pessimists had predicted 
when the delegates arrived 
in Chicago last weekend. 

The Democrats’ reputa- 
tion — and Humphrey's — is 
indelibly tarnished for mil- 
lions of television viewers 
who saw Humphrey’s nomin- 
ation as a piece of the ugly 
mosaic of police clubbing 
young demonstrators, of 
brawling and booing gal- 
leries. and of the Party 
leaders who put Humphrey 
in office mouthing obsceni- 
ties at speakers who protest- 
ed the violence. 

Somehow. Humphrey has 
managed the not inconsider- 
able feat of disillusioning his 
supporters on both flanks of 
the Party. The Southerners 
— inducting John Connally’s 
Texans, whose support was 
seemingly a major objective 
of the Vice President's con- 

I vcntion strategy — were ex- 
pressing open skepticism 
that Humphrey could best 
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Richard M. Nixon or Wal- 
lace in their states. 

A Texas delegate said of 
Humphreys prospects in 
that State: **He might fin- 
ish second." 

Liberals Bilting 
MeanwhUe, the anri-admi- 



n;5tration. anti-war liberals, 
who were defeated on both 
the platform and nomination 
Tights, were streaming out 
of Chicago with the declared 
intention of concentrating 
on local campaigns and lett- 
ing the national ticket fend 
for itself. 

Sen. Eugene J. McCarthy, 
Humphrey's leading dove ri- 
val, said, in effect, that he 
would not support the Vice 
President this fall Sen. 
George S. McGovern, the 
other anti-war candidate, 
gave Humphrey a lukewarm 
endorsement, conditioned on 
his becoming “his own man” 
on Vietnam policy* 

President Johnson — The 
man Humphrey served with 
consummate loyalty for four 
years — decided to stay home 
in Texas, rather than stand 
up with Vice President 
tonight. Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy, the party's bright- 
est young star, made the 
same decision. 

In the face of ail of this, 
Humphrey, one of the eter- 
nal optimists in American 
public life, began the task of 
rebuilding his shattered Par 
ty. 

His first step was to desig 
nate as his running mate 
Sen. Edmund S. Muskie of 
Mairte, whose competence, 
candor and quiet intelli- 
gence have made him one of 
the most widely admired 
men in the party. 

Popular Choice 

Muskie Is probably as pop- 
ular a choice as Humphrey 
could have made — at least 
among the Senators, Gover- 
nors and Party officials who 
know him. In a normal year, 
he might well have served 
to -bridge many a gap and 
many a gulf ... in the 
Party,’* as Humphrey said 
today he hoped Muskie 
would do. 

But the situation has dete- 
riorated so badly in the bru- 
tal atmosphere of Chicago 
that it seems doubtful that 
Muskic's brand of quiet di- 
plomacy c3n salvage much 
for the ticket. He tried to be 
the honest broker on the 
Vietnam dispute in the con- 
vention and failed Whether 
he can be more successful in 
the campaign in bringing to- 
gether the divided Demo- 
crats is open to question. 

The basic fact that Hum- 
phrey and Muskie confront 
is that many and perhaps 
most of the men who are 
running far office and man- 
aging the campaigns in the 
states and congressional dis- 
tricts are convinced today 
that their national ticket is 
a loser. 
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The best defense they 
offer for their attitude is 
that tdie Party is overdue for 
a blood-letting, that it can- 
not govern effectively again 
until it has rid itself of its 
deadwood. If defeat is the 
price of renovation, these 
Democrats seem willing to 

f pay the price. 

Familiar With Trend 



Humphrey is familiar with 
the trend, for her tried un- 
successfully just two years 
ago to combat it in his own 
Minnesota Democratic Farm- 
er-Labor Party. 

The rebellion in the DFL 
that defeated Gov. Karl Ho I- 
vaag, the last relic of Hum- 
phrey’s generation of Party* 
leaders, has proved to be a 
harbinger of national party 
trends. Young leaders tried 
to beat Holvaag for nomina- 
tion. charging that he had 
lost touch with the people 
and the Party workers. 
When they failed, they ac- 
quiesced in his defeat by the 
Republicans, seeing that as 
the only way to gain time 
and room for new leaders to 
emerge. 

Exactly that attitude has 
been building up in the na- 
tional Democratic Party dur- 
ing these last years of its 
long reign in power. 

Young House Democrats 
have been chafing at the fal- 
tering leadership of Speaker 
John W. McCormack. Rebels 
in the Illinois organization 
have criticized the iron rule 
of Chicago Mayor Richard J. 
Daley. Young unionists have 
balked at the political tac- 
Ecs of AFL-CIO President 
George Me any. 

It is Humphrey’s misfor- 
tune at this moment that he 
is considered the choice and 
the spokesman of the Me 
Corraacks, the Daleys and 
the Meanys of the Drao- 
rralic Party. 

the Meanys of the Demo- 
*r s. fairly or unfairly, do not 
accept him as their own. 
Their impulse to change 
found only one expression 
within the convention — 
when Gov. Harold E. 
Hughes of Iowa obtained a 
Sweeping rules reform that 
will make it far easier in | 
1972 for those who are now j 
on the outside of Party dcct- ; 
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The Rer. Ralph Abernathy rides In Chicago in a Poor Peoples Cam paign mule wagon being led by Hosea Williams (at right with beard*. 




